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PLAYBOY’S JANUARY ISSUE FEATURES EXCLUSIVE INSIGHTS FROM ANTHONY SHAFFER REGARDING THE PENTAGON’S EFFORTS TO SUPRESS HIS BOOK OPERATION DARK HEART
Peter Lance Interviews the Lieutenant Colonel and 
Uncovers Information the Pentagon Has Tried to Cover Up

**MEDIA NOTE: Lt. Col. Shaffer and Peter Lance are available for interviews** 


Former military intelligence officer Anthony Shaffer’s memoir, Operation Dark Heart, has been making headlines since its release in September 2010.  In an effort to suppress supposedly classified information in the book, the Department of Defense spent more than $47,000 to destroy the first edition of the book and then demanded more than 250 redactions be made prior to printing the second edition.  What information was the Pentagon trying to suppress?  Shaffer sat down with Playboy Contributor Peter Lance to discuss the censored excerpts and explain why he is filing a First Amendment lawsuit that would allow the original version to be republished.



Lance’s article, which includes heretofore unseen excerpts from the book’s first printing and exclusive new insights from Shaffer, appears in Playboy’s January issue (on newsstands Friday, December 17 and available online at www.playboy.com/shaffer).  Shaffer explains the Department of Defense was specifically interested in covering up the following information in Operation Dark Heart:
Specifics regarding Operation Dark Heart, which could have led to the capture of Al Qaeda’s number two leader, Dr. Ayman al-Zawahiri.  Dark Heart, Shaffer’s plan to penetrate the so-called “al Qaeda hotel” in Wana, Pakistan was shot down by Coalition Lieutenant General David Barno.  However, Shaffer’s intel proved on target when the Pakistani Army engaged Taliban forces in Wana months later and surrounded Osama bin Laden's deputy.  Shaffer explains, “It never came out in the book, because they made me lose it, but if Operation Dark Heart hadn’t been stopped, we might have broken the back of Al Qaeda…my guess is that the DIA forced the cuts [from my book] to minimize this incredibly bad call on a mission that might have led to the capture of Al Qaeda’s number two.”

Intelligence on Able Danger, the controversial data-mining operation which might have uncovered the 9/11 plot months before U.S. officials had previously acknowledged.  Commenced in 1999, Able Danger helped Shaffer and his team “identify lead 9/11 hijacker Mohamed Atta, in addition to Marwan al-Shehhi, who flew UA 175 into the south tower of the Trade Center, and two of the muscle hijackers aboard AA 77, which hit the Pentagon.” But, in April 2000 the Department of Defense destroyed the open-source data, claiming it might violate Executive Order 12333, which was designed to prevent the Pentagon from indefinitely storing files on American citizens.  Though Shaffer later shared this intelligence with the 9/11 Commission, it was omitted from their 604-page 9/11 report.

Indications that Pakistan’s spy agency, the Inter-Services Intelligence, actively supported the Taliban.  Shaffer feared the CIA would leak information regarding Operation Dark Heart to the ISI, and, as he explains, “once the Paks knew, the Taliban would find out.”  Shaffer speculated that his intelligence regarding Wana had been shared with the Pakistanis, who then “let [al-Zawahiri] escape…probably deliberately” during the Battle of Wana.
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